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IMPROVING COLLECTION OF RECYCLING 

CNYC has been contacted to help in an effort to make recycling more effective in New York City; we 
seek your cooperation in this important matter. 

The Department of Sanitation and the Sanitation Committee of the New York City Council seek to 
recycle as much as possible of the waste stream in our City, both to help the environment and to 
minimize the cost of disposal of garbage that cannot be recycled. It has come to the attention of these 
government entities that a substantial amount of recyclable materials are not included in this effort, 
because they are removed by entities other than the Department of San itation. In some cases, bui ldings 
or complexes enter into agreements with private carters to remove some or all of their recyclable 
materials. In other cases, ' poachers' take large items designated for city co llection and sell the 
components for their own gain. 

Legislation was introduced in June to stop ' poaching' activities and to regulate recycl ing pickups by 
private carting companies. CNYC testified against the harshness of some ofthe measures proposed. 
We pointed out that storage of recyclable materials is often a problem in buildings or complexes where 
residents and staff are committed to maximize recycling - a problem that is compounded in warmer 
months when odors combine with the unsightliness of piles of bags of recycling awaiting pick-up ( that 
is often behind schedule). Many cooperatives and condominiums remedy this problem by hiring private 
companies to supplement the City collections. They make the decision that the additional cost incurred 
is justified by the improved appearance of their buildings and grounds. And they followed proper 
procedures, which include obtaining authorization from the City to use the supplemental service. 

CNYC also protested the complex procedures being proposed for private carters, pointing out that this 
would add to the cost of their services. 

As a result CNYC has been asked to help the City find reasonable solutions to the problems 
cited. We, in turn, need your help. Please complete the brief questi01maire below and return it 
to CNYC by fax (212 580-7801) or by e-mail to Rothman@CNYC.coop to help get a clearer 
picture of the recycling needs in our City, as we seek ways to meet these needs: Please feel free 
to include further suggestions, conunents, etc. 

Name of Your Coop/Condo _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _____ _ ____ _ _ ___ _ 

The present City recycl ing system of one weekly collection is sufficient for our 
cooperative/condominium. 
Our cooperative/condominium barely manages to store all our recycling for the 
City's weekly collection. 

_ _ Our cooperative/condominium collects more recycling than we can store for the 
City's weekly collection. We therefore contract with a private carting company 

To collect times a week. 
List item(s) recycled -# -

To collect when we call as needed. 
-~~~-~--~~--

List item(s) recycled 
__ We would be happy to discuss improved collection with the City; we would support 

a ' Right offirst Refusal' by the Department of Sanitation, where DoS would have the 
option of determining whether to provide additional pick-ups at our coop/condo. 

Person to Contact to discuss this further --------- - ------- --------

Their E-mail address 

Phone 212 496-7400 • Fax 212 580-7801 • e-mail info@CNYC.coop • Website: www.CNYC.coop 


